
10
NEWS FROM WASHINGTON.

Skirmish with Bebel Cavalry
Wear Warrenton, Va.

Development of Union Sentimentin Virginia.

Debate on the Slavery Question in
the Senate.

Trivial Discussion on the Tax Bill
in the Hoose,

*cN he.. Ac.

Washivcton, March 29, 1892.
SKUUflBH WITH KKBKL CAVALRY.

Ob Saturday a rcoining party from the New York Six.
ly Aral regiment, while pasting down the railroad from
Manassas toward Warrenton, and about two milea from
»euch a brigade, were tired upon by a party of
cavalry, supposed to belong to Stuarta regiment.
Upon making a demonstration toward the asaailants,the rebels tied la great baste. It was

endoubtediy their intention to pick off a man or two;
but they were fortunately beyond range, and thus failed
In tbeir object. The precipitance with which they departedgave evidence that they are not inclined to any-
wing nigner man a deliberate murder.

11 is stated that about four thousand rebels are now in
the vicinity of Warrenton, apparently waiting for somethingto turn up. From the reports it does not seem
that they intend to make a stund at that point. It is
thought that the force is a part of the rear guard of the
Manassas army waiting for orders.

rai.sk alakm.
>n Sunday night a report was made to headquarters

that a party of rebel cavalry had ajqieared at Difficult
creek. A recocnoirsunce failed to find any traces of the
enemy in that direction.
alleged pillage of the rebel stores left at

manassas.
Complaint has been made by General Richardson that

parties from Washington and other places, with regular
passes to enter within the lines, have availed themselves
of tho privilege to pillage from the stores left at lianas as.Hour,pork,&c. They come in wagons, and large
quantities of provisions have been thus conveyed away.
The General thinks the supplies will be useful for our

own troops, sad an interdiction is to be placed upon such
proceedings in future.

mementos of manassas
Tho rage for mementos from Manassas seems unabated
nd a crowd of people may be seen daily searching
among the ruins for soma token. The ground has been
grotty well gone over.

mbvelopement of loyal sentiment i* virginia.
The advent of Union troops into Virginia has already

had a beneficial effect upon the Union sentiment in Fairfaxcounty. A proposition has been made to organize a

Bene Guard in tho county, for the more perfect security
of the inhabitants. Many of the fanners are to be seen

on the FaB's turnpike, between Alexandria and Manaaoaa,buey at work in erecting their feucee, which had
been destroyed by the rebel troops. They oxprcss their
confidence in being protected frcm further invasion, and
ars determined to go on with the cultivation of their
xarms, conncent mat ine Ganger irun cue ww ciouu iuk

fasted over them But very little winter grain baa been
put in, and the wheat crop has been almost wholly neglected.
SEVERAL 8rK}»XIl'8 ORDER TO TBS PEOPLE OP T1Reiwia.
General Sumnor has issued an important order prohibitingacts of marauding. He assures the people of

Virginia that their only safety is the general government,
and that it will be his constant endeavor to protect them
In their persons and property to the extent of bis power"SheGeneral has also determined to accept no resignationsin his corps during the campaign. He is decidedly
opposed to gentlemen going through with the incidentals
of the campaign, drawing pay and enjoying the distinc
tion of their positions, without iscuring any of the dan'
gers incident to a stato of war. No resignations based
upon private affairs will be considered by him. A persistencem an offer of resignation will be followed by ar.
rest

THE WAR DEPARTMENT AND THE NEWSPAPERS.
The action of the Secretary of War in reference to

newspapers which publish contraband news in spltw
of the order directing the suppression of such intern
genre, has occasioned quite a fluttering among a portion
of the correspondents. Some have already left the
city in haste, and others are preparitg to fol'
low. The order is not intended to be evaded,
but to be executed, and there is no probability
that the Triljunt will be able to bargain for an

exemption from the rule on this occasion, as was done
by the War Department under the administration of Gen.
Cameron.

SECRETARY CHASE S NEXT TAX BILL.
The uu bill in proem of preparation by the Secretary

of the Treasury, ae a substitute for that of the Commute
ef W«ji nail Meai,s, is cot jet completed. It ban bee,,
well and carefully considered, and will find faror with
Congress, which has already been bored with the detail*
of the bill now before it until members can hardly troa t
the subject with becoming gravity.
THE PHOWKEntNl.S OK THE HOLME ON THE TAX BILL

,

The pettifogging upon the tax bill continues in the
House This afternoon a farce was enacted over it
which allbrded much amusement to the actors, hut was

not relished by those in the audience who reflected upon
the gravity of the subject in relerrnce to tbe prersing
needs of tbe country. The levity displayed by membersduring the discussion in Committee of the
Whole would have led a stranger to suppose that
our country was beset with no difficulties, and that the
Ship of State was sailing prosperously on a smooth sea.

Trivial amendments were introduced, just for tbe fun of
the thing. One uf them provided that persons exhibiting
feats of jugglery and prestidigitation sbonld pay a In una*
ef ten dollars. A member suggested that every man

who keeps a jug should be deemed a juggler, which wa

toughed at as a good joke. It was moved tn
^require a ten dollar license from all public
lecturers, including preachers, and all orators who made
speeches for money. A jolly member moved to strike
out " tocturers," and insert "mothers of families.''
Mr Lovejoy bad the preai hers stricken out, and the
whole amendment was lost. A gentleman who has beard
of the destruction of seventy-five thousand sheep among
his constituency by dogs, moved that every dog dealer
be required to jay a license of one dollar, and that every
person owning a dog be deemed a dealer. It was

moved, by a facetious geutlemsn from New Jersey,that a tax of fire dollars each be levied
upon all speeches upon subjects not directly
before the IIo'im This entertaining proposition w:i* not
tnlerur.neri by the Chairman. It «w proposed, a!s'\ to
lax bachelors, school teachers, members of Congress, and
congressional candidates. TL« se amendments were successieeiylost,amid gra il merriment. Mr. Cox, of Ohio
opposed the tax upon circuaci, which he regarded a*
among the ueeeesarie* of We. Mr Lovejoy inquired, Jocoaely,if ho would not tax persons who turned somersets*
Mr Onx would nut lax theatres, for that would be l»
tax Hamlet and KalstalT end Othelo, whlrh last would be
disagreeable lo Mr. Ixivajoy A member remarked >

pleasantly. that -'a new way lo pay old debt*" would be
taxed and Mr Cox replied, also ' Iiox and Cox, which
lie wouldn't line." All there brilliant eailiea ware much
enjoyed by the funny men of the Houae
The nigger i|ueetion came up, and noma aarnaat talk

arae had. The border Plate men protested against
paying a heavy tax upon that epecie* of property
ap«o various eeneideratione. They had been loyal,
and dirl not want their States driven Into ditHoyally by
extreme measures agaiaat their institution*. Mr I/>veloysneered at thia. He wan tired of hearing gentlemen
of the border States talk ef their loyalty msaacisgly He
inUmaird thai those Stales bad aenl their young men to

Sght in the rehel arasy, and their old men to

Coogree* to advocate con-Interference with sla

eery. Having launched a few sarcasms like that
et the border members Mr. Lovejoy set
down with the air of a person who has thrown vitrol
into the eyes of a crowd whom he hatod Two dozen
amendments wera offered upon the proposition to tax
negroes, Mr Lovejoy stirring the cauldron incessantly;
hut the House finally voted them all down and adjourned.

This ii e specimen of the manner in which the pooplu a

reprssentstixos are attending to their momentous in
tsrests in this crisis. The men of lovejoy s stamp do
not yet appreciate the heroism man .rested by the Union
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men of the border Staiee, which is sneered at by tha
abolition disunionists, who art uow tha chiaf aiders and
abattars of tha rebellion.

HEAVY DISBURSEMENT OF THE TREASURY.
The Treasury Department to-day pasaad opon and

allowed a draft for tha benefit of the disbursements of
the quartermaster's 1 apartment amounting to thirty

flvemillions of dollars.
TEK ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT OF

COLUMBIA.
The abolitionists in the Senate are crowding all sail

upon the Dill to emancipate the slaves in tha District of
Columbia. They are determined to wipe out the institutionhere. Tha amendment of Senator Saulsbury, pro
riding that the negroes when freed shall be divided
among the free States, is very distasteful to the ultra
emancipations.
The negro question has occupied the attention of the

Senate all day. Senator Sumner has prepared an elaboratespeech upon the subject.
The strongest and most reasonable objection offered by

the citizens of the District to this measure is, that if
it should be passed the city of Washington would become
the rendezvous of all the free negroes from the North
and all the runaway negroes from the South, and be thus
filled with a population notoriously so unprofitable
and unmanageable that nearly all the free Slates on the
borders have been compelledtlo pass laws excluding free
negroes from a residence in the in. To pass the Act abolishingslavery in the District, without passing also acu
similar to thoss adopted in the free States for self protection,would soon make Washington uninhabitable for any
except free negroes.
The Board of Aldermen of the city, at their session last

eveuing, passed resolutions adverse to the unqualified abolitionof slavery in the District, and instructing the joint
committee of the Councils to urge respectfully upon the
members of Congress, as the constitutional guardians of
the Interests and rights of the people of this District, the
expediency and the justice of so shaping any legislation
affecting the African race here as to provide just and
proper safeguards against converting this city.located as

it is, between two slaveholding.States, into an asylum
for free negroes.a population undesirable in every
American community, and which it has been deemed
necessary to exclude altogether from some even of the
non-slaveholding States.
OFFICIAL REPORT RESPECTING THE CONTRABANDS

AT FORTRESS MONROE.
The Commission appointed by General Wool to inquire

into the condition of vagrants, or contrabands, say in
their official report that they started with the general
proposition that the military power has not only the
right, but it is among its highest duties, to avail itself
of any and all means within its control to perfect its
discipline, render its position secure, or make it effective
for an advance against an enemy; and for these ends it
has the right to compel service or use from anything
animate or inamimate which a military necessity
may demand. At the same time they con.

eider that necessity is the only proper mca°

sure of the extent to which such power can

be exercisod. The Commission stato that a considerableamount of clothing has been sent by charitable
persons, which bad been distributed among the contrabands,while, with the funds derived from their labor,
the quartermaeter has issued clothing up to March 1 to
the amount of $836. For the five months ending with
January 1, rations were drawn to thefameunt of 383 per
day, which were issued to about 250 women and children
an.l a1<4 an<4 inArm (nan TKa nnmltas nf i«Af)<»BkB>ii4a in

given as 1,508. thus distributed:.At Fortress Monroe
091, at Camp Hamilton 743, at Camp Butler and Now.
port's Nows 74. Some of tbo contrabands are employed
trading and oystering, and about 100 by officers and sutlers.Some bave accompanied, as servants, officers going
South, while others bave unceremoniously disappeared.
Little inclination is manifested to go North. Comparativelyfew contrabands now come to our camps.
The navy is decidedly popular with them, as therein
they are treated as boys and receive ten dollare
per month. The commission point out ve.ioua ebuaee,
and suggest remedies. It further appears from the reportthat General Wool has issued an order that hereafterall wages earned by tbem will be paid to the contrabandsfor their own use, and support, under such
regulations ss may be deemed proper.

THE CAFTURK OF BEAUFORT.
The opinion is entertained at the Navy Pepartm»nt

that the report of the capture of Beaufort, North Carolina,by General Burnside's forces, is premature. Gen.
Buruside and Flag Officer Goldsbornogh are doing their
work well and thoroughly, but their movements,ami
the points at which their blows will be struck, will be
known ouly when the act ho« been consummated.

GENERAL BLENKER STILL IN COHlfAND.
The statement published in the Tribune correspondence,a few days ago, that General Rlenkcr was deposed

from his command, is certainly without foundation. He
is still in command of his division in the second ror;>*
ti urnice of the Army of the Potomac. A warfare has
been made upon him by some of the radical Germans
in high position, one of whim is said to buve left
a responsible foreign mission with tbo expectation
of taking a high military command. It appears to he
<ssential to the success of his military aspirations that
Gen. Decker should be pushed aside, and to accomplish
this design he is moving heaven and earth, as far as it
can be done through the columns of tbc New York
Tribune and kindred howling organs.

STATE FRIBONKR8 DISCHARGEP.
The following Stale prisoners were discharged to-day

on taking the oath of allegiance.Warren Curtis, John
T. Itebeel an<l R. H. Grinned!. Two others, Alfred Neltlolonand Tencb Schley, ware released on their written
parolo.

PROMOTION OK COLONEL TOMTKINP.
The President to-day Dominated for Brigadier General

Colonel George 1). Tompkins, whose dashing gallantry in
the early |iart of the caiii|>aigu on the Potomac was the
theme of all praise. Hia appointment was etrongly
urged by the New York delegation in Congress.
THE Ql'AUTERMARTP.U'fl DEPARTMENT AT CAIHO.
Representative Steele, of New Jersey, one of the mem

tiara of the Government Contract Investigating Committee,returned to day from Cairo and Indtanapoha,
whither he waa accompanied by a colleague ol the commltt.ee, Mr Washburne. Tlietr buaineea waa to look into
the Quartermaster'a and other departments. The discoveriesend si ggeations of this eomnrntlee hare been
the means of saving large amounts of money to the
government.

SHARPERS FOLLOWING THE ARMY.
A large number of tharpers are following in the wake

of the army, waiting for pay day. Venders of intr.g;.
eating beverages are also in lha train, and several grog,
simps have been slily opened at Fairfax Court House.
Ihc sttenticn of tho Commanding General has been
drawn to these evils, and I bey cannot long exist. A party
of the Thirty fourth New York (Unenla county) regiment
behaved m a most dlgraceful manner at Camp California
on Wednesday night last. Sc.me two hundred of tha
reg ment entered the camp of the Fifth New Ham pah. re
regiment and made an unprovoked attack upon Mr.
White, the sutler, and his assistants. The sutler's tent
ws« demolished. The oflicers present were unnble to

suppress the proceeding" The offenders were not dealt
with as they should have been.

EPISCOPAL CLERGYMEN REJECT A PRAYER OP THANKS

Ths follow ID* is the prayer prescribed by Joseph
Wbilte. of Maryland, whose diocese includes the eity
of Washington, which the clergy of two Episcopal churches
here are said to hare declined to tine in the aervica of the
church .

ennran or -nuiritsorvjKo ma utii victottis
O. Almighty God, the soren ign cominander of all the

world. In whoac hand ia power and might which none m
able to withsund, we Mean and magnify Thy great and
glorious name for the happy sneceseea liiou hast of late
nuchanfed in so many iestanrea to tho arms of

this nanon, and more especially for the deliverance of
this city and Piatrlct froaa the terrors of blockade and
siege. And we heaeech thee, fire to ua, and to all thia
people, grace to one thia great mercy aliowo toward na
t<> 1 hy glory, tba advancement of Thy gospel, the honor
of our country, and as much aa in us Tieth. the good of
all mankind. Stir up our hearts, O lord, to a true thankfulnesssuch aa may appear in our lives, by an humble,
holy and obedient walking before Thee all our days,
through J»aus Christ our lord; to whom with Thee, 0
Father and Thee.') Holy Ohosi, aa for all Thy mercies,
so in particular for these victories, and thia ritlivsrance,
ba all glory and honor, world without end. Amen.
The clergymen who refused to use thia form of prayer

etense th' maeivea by saying that tt was only requested
by the Bishop, but the commune of the Bishop shows that
the direction for its uae was peremptory. The omiaaion
has created quite a commotion in the church.

POSTAL F AC 11.111 KB FOR TUB AHMY.
Tlie Post ofllce fiepariment continues its preparations

for restoring, at ihe earliest practicable period, tho mail
aervica at the point* decisively recovered by our troops.

TI1R CALIFORNIA POSTAL HKKVICK.
The California delegai.on wa,ted on the Postmaster

General this afternoon to urge upon bmn iho necessity of
a ma 1 routs from San Francisco to Crescent City, two
hundred and ftfty ml.oe distant from that olaco. It ,s
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pri hable that the route will be established, the only objectiontu it having corns from the Fuel Office Department,
on th* ground of expense.

TUB ARMT.
The follow tog orders and appointments were made by

the Navy Department to-day:.
Lieutenant J. B. Creigblon, ordered to report to Flag

Oflker Dupont at Fort Royal.
Granville Louie, appointed Acting Third Assistant Engineerordered to United Stalea steamer Rhode Island.
Attiuy Mailert Appointed .Richard Uustace, United

States steamer Monticello, of Baltimore, promoted from
Master's Mate, P. D. McDougal.of New Turk; A. D. Littlefield, ol Edgartowo, Mass., George G, Murray, ef New
York.

PETITIONS FOR A BANKRUPT LAW.
Petitions in favor of a general uniform bankrupt law

continue to be received. Representative Ward to-day
presented three from New York asking for an enact,
mont of the measure.

VISITS TO MOUNT VKRNON INTERDICTED.
Until further orders no boats or vessels will be allowed

to visit Mount Vernon. The Provost Marshal will seize
and hold any of them which may attempt to leave for
that destination.

KKVIKW or QBNKRAL M'DOWBLL'S CORPS.
The whole of the corps d'armet under the command

of General McDowell was reviewed by General McClellan
to day. The young commander was reeeived with enthu-
siastic cheers by the troops. The several divisions were
in splendid order, and the display had more the appearanceof a review of regulars than of volunteers.

RALLYING TUB DEMOCRATIC PARTY.
A paper has been circulated and signed by nearly al'

the democratic members of Congress, and by Senator
Carlile, having in view the rallying of the democratic
party, and a convention in this city at an early day, to
give direction to its futip-s movements.

ROBBERY OF COM. SMITH'S DWELLING.
The house of Com. Jos. Smith, in this city, was enteredon Sunday morning by some audacious burglarg

and robbed of money and valuables. Among the articled
stolen was a gold watch which belonged to Lieutenant
Smith, son of the Commodore, who lost his life in the bat.
tie with the Merrimac.

THE EANSA8 INDIANS.
Now that the way has been opened the Indian refugees

in Kansas are making preparations to return to their
homes in the Cherokee country, from which they were

recently driven by the rebels. Thore are six or eight
thousand of them, men women and children.

THIRTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS.
FIRST SESSION.

Senate.
Wasiiinoton, March '25, 1862.

TBB OATH OP ALMCG1AXCB.
Mr. Sruirat, (rep.) of Mass., from the Committee on

Foreign Relations, reported back the bill in relation to
administering the oath of allegiance to American citizens
in foreign countriee.

TAB CAPITOL SVHKHINTWDKNCY.
On motion of Mr. Foot, (rep.) of Vt., the resolution

to transfer the superintendence^ of the Capitol extension
and dome from the War Department to the Department
or the Interior was taken up.
Mr. Fbhsenpen, (rep.) of Me., opposed the transfer.
Mr. Bale, (rep.) of N. H., said (bat when the extensionwas first commenced it was under the superintendencyof the Interior Department, and remained so until

the advent of the administration of Pierce and
Davis. Before that the plan of the building
was a Christian and civilized one, but it was

afterwards changed and the present trap made. Many
places in the wails up above have boen left to go
to pieces, and they arc going to pieces, while Italian
artists are employed, al extravagant prices, away down

b«low daylight.
Mr. Foot mid there wu an urgent necessity that the

work should be completed in order to savw it. The work
newer ihould have been transferred from the civil to the
War repertment, and never would have been but to
satisfy the ambition of I avis and the rapacity of Fioyd.
He veutu ed to assert that such transfer had cost the govemmontthree or four millions of dollars. The original
estimate was two millions, and the bill has alioady cost
six millions.

Mr. fmtHiia*, (rep.) of Ohio,offered an nmendment that
the money appropriated be only expended in proper re

pai s. Adopted.
The resolution was then adopted by yeas, 34 nays,3.

Nays.Messrs. Fessenden, (sritio-g and Lane or Kansas.
Tt.K ABOUT!! N (IS SI.AVKKY IN TIIK P-TKKT OS ttltt'MHIA.
The hill for the abolition ol slavery was taken up.
Mr. Wm>on. (rep.) of Mass., proceeded to s|>eak in favorf the bill. He referred to tbo controversy in Congressm 178D ss to the permanent soat of government.

After a long struggle the Southern men trlumpberl, and
the capital was fixed on the banks of the i'otoinae. In
1801 Congress enacted that the barbarous, inhuman. indecentatid vulgar colonial slave laws of Maryland an
Virginia should become the laws ol the American republicfor the government of the capital, and for two generationsthe government recognized tho wicked dogma lliut
color is an evidence or slavery. In 1*27 a law was enactedin the Ihstrict that colored |<e,s<>ns at large,
w:thout an owner, should be considered as slaves,
and committed to ail. Such legislation brought it-.ownfruit of injustice, dishonor and shame. Colored
men and women wlio were taken to ja'l and many sold
into | er|M-tcnl servitude bccau c, though free, they could
not pay the jail fees. Thus human beings were s >Id into
bondage iu the capital of the freest country in the world.
Iirli.. ,,. h. wr HI,,I nrv.ira»M I.,,1 ,1,..,

this corrupt and corrupting doctrine should be repudiatedurn! condemned by the government of the Unite
Mates The black men fought side by side with the
white tnen in the battles ol the Revolution, and men of
this nge might m hasten to atone for the great wrongs
pcrpetruti d on the uiack tare, and mrike manhood a pre
sumptivc evidence of free.lorn. In lnul Coiign as continuedin force ttic black code of Maryland, among the
provisions f w Inch was, tlutl sny slave who struck a
white person should have his eurs emptied. In ls.tr, me
f'oriiontton fof Washington enacted that every free
colored person must exhibit to the Mayor sat istact' ry
evt inner ot his title to freedom, and give bonds for li s
good behavior, That C >rporalton also passed another
act, that no mooting! of colored (orsons should lie held
after ten o'clock, and made it the dutv of the police to
disierse such meetings. Hv another ordinance thry legal
/ I tradic in slaves for the sum of four hundred dnlla-s.
This was an inhuman traffic in the capital. If a slave
broke a street lamp he was to lw> w hipissl on the hartberk.If he injmet trees "r houses, he w. s to be whip
pod.own and woman' Was ever such degrading, inhumanlaws on the statute books of any nation?
Slavery Wits the prolific mother of these laws. Drive
slavery fiom the District, and tin y would disappear. Vet,
notwitheiaiid these oppressions, the free negroes had increasedin the Districl from 4,000 to 12 li00,and liave
property, churches and schools. They have twelve
rhurehes, costing ami eight Sebonis, besides
helping to support sebtsiis ror wlnte ehtldron. If any.laxly have the curiosity to l<s>k, they will find in tuc re
rord a mortgage, dated infill, in favor of Alfred ht, a
colored man, of this city, tor tlk.uoo, by two United
Mates Senators, to secure a loan for $12,000
<-ne «f these Senators is now in the Senntc
and the other sleeps in his grave in Michigan. This lull
dea:r Justly with the master. If Congress mould strike
the bond* off the slave ii the District without any com
pensatton. to slight repair of the wrong* and deed* of
cruelty perpetrated in the capital, it wonld eland justified
in the forum of nations. Hut the Senator from Kentuckyraises ills warning voice against tho measure, and
say* if the uegioes are liberated they will tmconie criminalsand a burden to society. The Senator (lad no right
to speak for the people or tho District. Tlic facts here
provt d are just contrary. The Sonatur from Kentucky
also talks about the resistance of the South to any mea
sure of emancipation, end Kentucky would become la
Vttuie in nelement her rights Me would tell that Senator
that the day for threats and menaces from the chum
pioas ol slavery had passed by iu the Senate and House
ot Representatives. Kreemen were not cowardly enough
to shrink from the performance of duty by dogmatical
avowals f what Southern men arid women would do.
Mr Kssjntnv said be wished to enter a most solemn

prolest, in the name of Maryland, against the measure
prop" sed by this btil. Me knew that Maryland was too

surcesaful resistance against any combined attempt of
either powerful section. and It might ba that she was
not, by pre.tout or otherwise, to obtain bar rights ax »n
up ai under the conatitutlon. He contended that the
faith "f u « government wax pledged to Mary land and
Virginia not to interfere with eiavary in the IMatrict.
The ilizonx oi thaliiatrlet deaire, and have made no applicationfor any emancipation, and Congress has no
more right to interfere with their rights than
when they were citizens of Maryland and Virginia.
He ijunled at considerable length from the report of the
Committee of the House of Kepreaenlativee in 18341.
against the interference with slavery In the Ihstrict. It
was his judgment that slavery was a doomed institution
in tlierUate of Maryland, and It did not Dead any stimuluato accelerate tha decrease: and any audi attempt
would be attended by the mat disastrous ronaeqiienras.
Mar> land has to day 83,718 free colored people. In I860
it had 185.08V. Tho total colored imputation in 1800 waa
170 0*0 Ilecraaae In slares in ten years, 3.178: in
crease of free negroes, 8,997. .New York and New
hogland, with 111,080 Snuaro miles. have 72,090 colored
population, and Maryland, wlih only 10.756 xuuare miles,
83,718 colored population The war had already out ofl
ail lire reaourcea of Mary laud, and the passage of this
measure woald utterly disorganize the agrioultural condition,caua* the emigration of the licit population and
tend to the utter rum of tha Plate That little 3tate
had expended upwards of aixty millions in the last thirty
years, and what good was going to result to the North
from a scheme wbitb would result in the ruin of a sister
.State' In tha case of emanoipat ion we must have aolsiiizati<«,or else scenes of blood and rarnag" would follow,
for the two races cannot I.re together. Ha feared from
the character of the leg islet ion proposed, his last hope for
a restoratkin of the Cnlon wuld lie destroyed. The peo
pio of Maryland hare been loyal to the Cninn, and trusted
to the good faith and pledges of the President and Con
gross to preserve the rights of all the Statea: bat he
tsared a relsiillpsa sectional policy would destroy all
raith and trust.
Mr SAtuniit ar, (opp.) of Dal.. said he had nn amendmentto offer, to rchova tha Ihstrict of what he run

ai leretl (hu greatest c tree Hut could afflict a pre pie,
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which was tha free colored population. The amendment
it. that the persona liberated by the act shall, within
ttnrty days, be removed. at the expose of the federal
government, to the Stales of Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont. Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,
Mii'bifau, Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Kansas, Oregon
and California, and be distributed among the Slates pro
rata according to population.

Mr. Pownx, (opp.) of Ky., said he thought if the men
of the free States liberated the negroes they ought to
take care of them; but he thought the amendment unconstitutional,so he must vote agaiust it.

Mr. Savuuuky.If the gentleman would adopt this
amendment they would show a noble philanthropy by
taking homo these negroes to themselves. Ho had read
in the newspapers that certain gentlemen who went to
Port Royal were ao glad to see the negroes that they
embraced them and called them mothers and sisters.

Mr. Haslak said he disliked these allusions about embracingnegroes. It only served to increase the prejudiceugainst the race already trampled under foot. If
the mattor were Investigated it would bring the blush to
some "of these gentlemen. There was a gentleman
from the Senate of his own Stats who asked us yesterdaywhy we did not marry the greasy
wenches. He knew to-day of colored children of a man

lately a Senator in the United States from Ohio, being
educated. He knew there was a slander published by
the newspapers about those who went South to take care
of those who were cast off by their masters, and try to
educate them. Those who were willing to take the negroesto embrace, as stated by the Senator from Delaware,were found in the South. These negroes now proposedto be liberated were servants, Ac., here, and tha
only difference will be they will hereafter have pay
for their service. He found while and colored people
here to day laboring side by side.

Mr. K«imi>t, (opp.) of Md., said there was a great
prejudice in Maryland by white men against working
with colored people, and had great difficulty in restrainingthat feeling.

Mr. Harla*, (rep.) of lows, thought the prejudice was
not among the laboring men, and could be controlled
by such distinguished men as the Senators from Marylandand Delaware.

Mr. Ksssepy said one of the worst riots In Baltimore
for many years was from the employment of free negroes
id me snip yaro.

Mr. Harlan said it appeared to be the doctrine of the
Seuator from Maryland that the people would rise and
massacre the whole colored population. Ho could net
believe the people of Maryland were so low. If that were
the case, they were worse than the Cbippewas and
Sioux, if they woirld murder those brought up with
them, though not taught iu the same churches.

Mr. Kknnkdy said they had slaves in Maryland who
were taught and had churchet. He had himself manumitteda slave who taught slaves.

Mr. Haki.'N asked if the Senator had any disposition
to murder him?

Mr. Ksnnkuy said No; not more tnan white men of
the Senator's section seemed willing to murder the peopleof Maryland.
Mr. Hahi-ax thought that the people of Marvland and

Delaware had no euch disposition to murder as had been
imputed to thetn. No such war of extermination ever
took place In any nation of the world. All the great empiresof antiquity were composed of people of dilferent
races, and no such war ever took place except among
savages. He did not think these happy and contented
negroes, now working for nothing, were going to turn
roun upon thoir masters simply because they were paid
wages.

Mr. Sapishcxy said the Seuator, it seemed, made a

speech at venture. Delaware had a larger free nogro
population, in proportion, than any State, and he knew
there was no greater curse than the free nsgrn population.He would have but one spirit In the country, and
that the preservation of the Union, with all the rights
of the people. That man who makes emancipation jstramountto the constitution and Union is a disloyal man.
Hut we have seen peaceful mon dragged from their
homes and thrown into loathsome Has tiles, while a man
who declares he has been a disuuionist for twenty years
Is permitted to lecture here, and come on the floor of the
Senate, and go at large through the country.
Adjourned.

House of Representative!*
Washington, March 25,1802.

snrrumicKT or ran aocorvrs or the chews or the ctmbsrl.vndan d co.vcrrss.

The House passed tho Senate hill providing for the settlementof the accounts of the officers and crews of tba
frigates Congress snd Cumberland, the hooks having been
lost or destroyed in the recent naval engagement at
Hampton Roads.

tux rtcmc rail*oad bill.

On motion ef Mr. Camtoicm., (rop.) of Da., in view of
the pendency of the Tax bill, the consideration of the
Pacific Railroad bill was postponed and made the special
order for Tuesday next. r

thb tax bill. k

The House then, in Committee of the Whole, resumed
the consideration of the Tax bill.

Air. n Aimworth, (iniouj 01 ivy., onereri an ainenumeni

to tbe clause dollnlag "what is a threes' " so as to ioctuda
prestidigitation, ring master and clown performances.
Mr. Cox, (opp.) of (aid that the House last year

commenced taxation at tho wrong end by oiierating on

tea and coflfee. Vow, during onr troubles, it was projicisedto tax the luxuries and recreations ol life. The
gentleman from Pennsylvania must be lost to the innocentdays of childhood to tax a circus or a theatre, it
amounted to a tax on Hamlet and Knlstafl'. It was taxing
"A New Way to Hay Old I'elits." It was "liaising the
Wind," as had bem suggested, by "Box and t'ox."
(Laughter.) In this he s|mke with tooling. (Renewed
laughter. I Why not tax the porlormatiees last night at
Cincinnati, and put a tax on eggs, which, it is rc|iortod,
were freely used there'? How could lliey tax a gentlemanwho turns thr«e somersets in the air and catches
three rings as he goes along?

Mr. L-ivkjot, (ren.) of 111., wanted to know whether
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Cox) would tax those who
tut ii somersets.

Mr. Cox. (opp.) of Ohio, replied lliat ho was altogether
op|M.sed to taxing such persons as the gentleman from
Illinois fMr. Lnvejoy). because that would bo a lux on

Olbc.lt>,'' ami wooid place the gentleman in u had way,
and His occupation would begone."

Mr. Wadsworth's amendment was rejected.
Mr. Hickman. frcp.) of Pa oCorcd an amendment that

jugglers, practising sleight or hand, pay twenty dollar*
license. Adopted. niter Mr. seugwick. amid laughter,
had proposed to deliue jugglers, by stAti'ug every oue
who owns a jug.

Mr. Kl*kk, (rep.) of iih.o, s.ibinitted an amendment
imposing a tax of one dollar on each dog holder,
(laughter.) He sard, although li s proposition excited
nicrriii.eut. it was important louhio, where 7 A .not) sheep
ure annually killed by dogs, which are a nuisance.

Mi-. SrievnH, (rep.j of l'a., suggested a tax on each dog,
rather than op nu ll ilt (-holder.

Mr. Hmkk replied that lev could get the tax from the
dog-holder, but not from the dog.
Mr. Stkvb.vs thought a man who holds ten dogs ought to

piy a dollar on each.
ilr. Huu withdrew his umeudment.
Among the other amendments adopted ware the following:.

Cattle brokers to pay a license of ten dollars. Itinerant
venders id newspapers, bibles and religions tracts are
excepted from the detinil.cn of peddlers

Mr. I'ENMjm s, (opp.) of Ohio, oir-red an amendment,
whu ti was ailonlod. re iiiinne lawvers and nbvaiclana to

I>nv a license of ton dollar*.
A proposed to amend l>y requiring every

one wb<> voted for a member of Congie-s, whether
elected or not, to |«y a aimilar amount, while another
member prO|a<e«d a five dollar license to lie taken out
before malting u tet speech. Both amendments ni.ro re
ccIvhI with shoot* uf luiwhter

Mr. Hrmsv* said that If such proceeding* were continuedthe H -use would become a laughing stock.
Mr. Kuaik, (rep.) of Mo., proponed a new clause, to

propose* lax of live dollar* en each Klnrc for life, and
three dollar* on thine held for a term of year*.

Mr. ( kohh.o (Union) of Md., protested against the
amendment in the namo or the constitution and in the
name of the people of loyal Maryland. Nothing wool I
exasperate lle-m more than this meeaurc, and it might
goad them into <les|«ratiou.

Mr. Kkiaooo, (rep.) of III., projtosed to add that all
sum* to be thus rai-od shall bo applied to tho colonic* of
emancii atod slavts.

This umcndim nl was ruled out of order.
Mr. L'tvgiov, (rep.) or 111., replied to Mr. Cr,sflold.

saying he 'llccd not the boast of loyalty to be couplod
wnh a menace It was us much the doty of Mary laud
to lie loyal as it was that of Iltiuois. lie scouted that
kind of loya.ty which would perpetuate the system of
concubinage and turn every slave hut into a brothel.
Havery wus a stench in the nostril*, and slaveholders
loir this system of oppression more than Miry love the
liiion and, whenever it come* to the pinch, Kentucky
will side with eereeb. Thoy will go with those who will
forever protect their darling Institution.

Mr. Mali.ory, (Union) of Ky.,<lid not rise to reply to
thu farrago sad fanaticism of the gentlemen, uttered
during the Ave minutes the gentleni'-n addressed the
House, hut to give a few reasons w hy this tax should Dot
tie imposed: one o( which was the taxes are already burdensome.He appealed to the great mass of conservativegentlemen hete not to sanction the amendment.

Mr. AMOLti,(rep.) of III.,argued if It had not been
for the four millions of slaves, we would not now be In
war, and be urged thb bill to defray its ex|KJUses. Why
should they not collect the supplies from the source of
tht evllr

Mr.Csiunxi.il replied to Mr. Lovcjoy, defending the
loyaltyof Maryland. The war was owing to two clasRss,
oi|itally detestable.naiosly, those engaged in (he rebel
lion and the class of wh.ch Mr Lovejoy wss s promlnsnt
member.

Mr. liLst*, (rep.) of Mo., defending his position, did
no*, see why certain gentlemen should get Into a pa
roxy sm of excitement w hsnever this subject was named.
As the North would have to pay the bulk of the tuxes,
he did not see why the slave*, who are used as property,
should not be taxed. There should be equality.

Mr. LoVSJOT, replying to Mr. Chrlslleld and Mr. Mallory,
snid, T It had not been for those called fanatics, tbeycouldnot in pence return to their own State*. Thero
could be no peace till the public mind rests in security
tbat slavery is in progress of ultimate extinction
Mr lllair a proposition waa amended mu tout one

dollar on slave* for life, between eight and OfIf
year* of age, and striking out that part e lating to ser- ,

vive tor a term of year*. Numerous eir<iri« were made
to ano-nd thla, but finally tha whole proposi.ion waa defeated,41 against 62
An amendment wa* adopted, providing that nothing in

the hill ahull be construed to prevent any Slate from
imposing taxea upon any articles therein taxed or licenseerequired.
The Cominitteo rose and tha Ifousa adjourned.

Obit wary.
Departed thla life, on the 34 mat., of typhoid fever and

bronchial catarrh, In Jellersou county, Ky., fir. A, H,
Coon, of Allegheny county, New York, aged thirty four
years and six day*. The deceased was, up to llio tunc of
his affliction, Assistant Surgeon in Colonel Walter C. Whitutter* rrginpju of Juntucky volunteer*.

LE SHEET.
NEWS FROM CALIFORNIA.

Terrlfle Storm In Nevada Territory.
Another Flood Anticipated.Severe Cold
Weather.Fatal Mining Accident. 1
We have (ilea of San Francisco papers to the 1st of

March inclusive, but they contain very little news of
general interest.
A terrific hurricane prevailed at Carson City on the

25th of February, during which it snowed and rained

alternately. Buildings were unroofed and crushed, and
some so badly damaged that it was considered unsafe to
remain in them.
Heavy rains were experienced at Sacramento. The

American and Sacramento rivers were rising Blowly, end
reports from the mountains Indicate another flood.
Tuesday night, February 11, says the Mariposa Ga '

* #«, was the coldest ever experienced here by whit,
men. The thermometer showed the temperature to be
twelve degrees below freesing point. Ice was formed in
many places about town to tba thickness of an inch.
Van Kureu Wilson was accidentally killed in the Man-

/anits slope, near Fort Wine, on Sunday evening, Februaryp. A loaded car, says the Mountain Mestenyer, waa
started down the incline, when one of the timbere becamedisengaged, and made a premature arrival at the
foot of the slope, striking Wilson in the back and causing
instant death. Deceased was a native of St. Lawrence
county, New York.
The Legislature was sitting in San Francisco instead of '

Sacramento, and would probably make Sen Francisco the I
permanent capital of the State. The San Francisco hotels
were all full.

Pan Fiunnsoo, March IT, 1862. 1

Ship Ringleader tailed to-day for Japan, with United 1

States Minister Pruyn and suito. 1

The steamer Panama has arrived from Mazatlan 8th.
The latest news received there from Arizona represents
that the country is almost depopulated on account of the
secession sentiment and the hostilities of the Indians.
lha rebel (Davis') troops, numbering nine hundred, I
were awaiting reinforcements at Tubac, wiin me avowedpurpose of taking fort Yuma, id California; but most
of the ttve regiments of California Volunteers were in
that portion of the State, and would be glad to meet an

invading enemy.
Arrived atSau Francisco 17th, ship George Washington,Honolulu; barks Mary, New York; Egypt. Bordeaux;

Fruiterer, Malaga; Wilhelm Kircher, Kio Janeiro, bailed
ship Elizabeth Cushing, Valparaiso.

hews from the West Indira*
OCR BERMUDA CORKKSl'ON'DKNCE.
Movements of the British fleet.

Hamilton, Bermuda, March 12,1S62.
Her Majesty's ship Landrail, Commodore Martin, Is

about to leave for New York, and her Majesty's ship
Racer for Charleston.
Her Majesty's ship Medea arrived here on the 10th

from New York.
Her Majesty's ship Spiteful, which left here for Now

York on the 24th ult., returned here on the 7th instant,
being unable to accomplish her voyage, having met with
torriflc weather and sustained much damage.
Her Majesty's ship Diadem lelt ycsteri. ,y for England.
Her Majesty's ship Orpheus left here on the 6th Inst,

for the Capo of Good Hope.
Transport steamer AJax, frtm England, with coal for

government, arrived at Ireland Island yesterday.

General Slgel's Address to His Soldiers
After the Battle of Pea RId|{e.

Cams 1'ka riikis, Ark., Ukaimi aktkr- 1
Fir-t and Second Divisions, March 16,1*62. J

To tbk OtncRKS and soijuers of the flrst and second
Divisions'.
After so many hardships and sufferings of this war in

the West, a great and decisive victory has, tor the first
time, boon attained, and the army of the enemy overwhelmedand jtorfeclly routed. The rebellious fiag of
the Confederate States lies in the dust, and the same men
who bad organized armed rebellion at Camp Jackson,
Maysville and Fayetteville; who have fought against us
at Kooiisvillc, Carthage and Wilson'a creek, at Lexington
and Milford, have paid the penally of tlieir seditious
work with their lives, or are seeking refuge behind the
Boston Mountains and the shore of the Arkansas river.
The last days were hard, but triumphant. Sammnded

and pnssrd ujen all tides bp an enterprising, desperate
and greedy tamp hp the Missouri and Arkaneeu Mountaineers.the Texan Rangers, the finest regiment of Louisianatroops, and even the savage Jmians.almost withe u'
food, sleep or campfirfepou remainedfirm and unabashed,
awaiting the moment when you oouM drive back your
anrailunts orbieak through the iron circle by which (he
enemy thought to crush <>r car tore us all, and plant the
rebellious (lag on the rocky summit of Pea Ridge.
You have defeat ail all their schemes. Whan at MeKissick'afarm, west of Bentonville, you axtricatod yourselvesfr*m their grasp by a night's march, and secured a

train of two hundred wagons before tlie «i>emy became
aware of the direction you liad ukou, instead of being
cut oil, weakened and driven to the nec ssity o; giving
battle under the mi st unlavorable circumstances, you
Joiusd your friends and comrudvs at ,-ugar creek, and
lhereby saved yourselves and the whole army from
being sej-nraled and bca:cti in detail.
On the retreat from Bentonville to Sugar creek.a distanceof tea miles.yen cut your way thru: gh an enemy

at least five times stronger than yourselves, 'the activity,
s-'lf-posrrosioii and courage of the little bund of six hundredwill o\or be memorable in the hist ry ol th s war.
When, on the next day. the great battle b-.-gau, under

the command of (ion. Asbaih, you'moisted the fourth
divisiwith all the cheerfulness ar il al .crily of good
Hnd faithful soldiers.that division on that duy holding
the most iinportuut imsiliou.while Col. Osterliau*. cooperatingwith the third division, battered down the
hosts of MtCulloch on our let I, ami Major 1'ateu guarded
our rear.
On the Stli, you came at the right time to the right

plate. It was the lirel opportunity you bad of showing
y-'tir full flreiiglli and |«-wvr. la lets than three h ui s

you f rmeil in line of ball It, advanced and cc ope at tl with
our fii-tni* i ti tlet right, and root-d the menut so comi-le ely
that hr Jl-d like Uurt Ixfure n lti<mean And >o 11 will
always be when traitors, seduced hy selfish leaders and '

|h rsecuted by the pangs of an evil conscience, are light- t

i:.g against soldiers wlio defend a g<rnd enure. are well ,
ill illed mirt disciplined, otwy promptly llie <>nler« of
their officers, and d > not shrink fnnn du(«rmu writiilt
when at the proper and decisive moment it in neessary.

Y> u may look with jirlile on the few days just | asged,
during which you have wr gloriously defended the flag of
the I'uion. Irora two o'clock on llie morning of the 6lh,
when you left Jh Kisaick's fu in, until lour o'clock on the <

eventful attermOB of the tftli, when you arrived fiout
Keetaville in the common encenipinent, you »"«r. Wfifty
milfought time ItiHUf. took no' onhi a lot'- ry and a flog
frmit the o.k,'/i v, but mete thnn a hundr«l atulJlftyjrn-
sorters.among them acting lingular lienors! llerbe. t,
the coinmander of the Louisiana forces, and his Majur,
Colonel Stone, Adjutant Oneral of Tries a lorces. and
Li 'iileiiHUt Colonel John II. Tries, whose iifu was twice I
spared, and w ho lian now for the second tune vioisted
his parole, and was arrested with arms In his hands.
You have done your duly, and you ran Justly claim '

your share in tt.e common glory of this victory. Hut let
us not he partial, uu.iiiet or haughty. Let us not forget
that alone wc wurc too weak t«> perform the great work
before us. Let s hi knowle«lg« lite great service* done '

lay all the brave soldiers of the Third und fourth dlvt
shihs, and always k op in mind that "united we stand,
divided wc fall." Let us hold out and push the work
through.not by mere words end greet eieinor, 1ml hy
good marches, by hardships and fatigues, by strict disciplineami effective battles. 1
Columbus has fallen.Msmphi-will follow, and if you

do in future ee you have done in these past days of trial,
the tune will soon coma when you wiit pitch your tents
on the beautiful shores ot the Arkansas itvr, and there
meet our iron-clad propellers at Little Kork and Kort
Smith. Tliercforc, keep alert my friends, and look for- I
ward with confidence. F. SIOKL,

Brig. Ueu. Commanding t irst.ann secoon divisions.

Personal Intelligence.
Major General Uremont leaves this city to-day, to as

cmicommand of tbe department to which he was

recently assigned by the partiality of tbe President.
Jaines O. Sarirent and Mr Rico and wile, of Boston;

Mr. ('oilman and wife and MIfs Braillee, of liydc l ark. M.
K. Collins and wife, and Miss Perry, of Hartford, are
Hopping at the Brevcort House.

If. J. Noad.of Quebec, James O. Sheldon, of Genera;
B. W. Pvcock. of New York; Misa Illydenburgh,of Long
Island, and James Gilmour, oi Cincinnati, arc stopping at
the Clan ndon Hotel.

ft. Wall, of Baltimore; N. Kingsbury, of Hartford;?.
B. Bans,?. Shaw, W. C. Poor, and C. P. Adams, of Boaton;S. B. Knglish, of Vermont; A. C. Morton and wife, of
ftncinnali, aud N. Peek, of New Haven, are stopping at
the P it Li Avenue Jlotel.
Captain A. K. Eddy and J. N. Andrews, of the Cnited

States Army 8. 8. Webb, of the United slates Navy; W3.Smith, of Illinois. W. K. Taylor, ef China; Chnrlei MQriflln.of Vancouver's Island; E. I). Heatley, of California;Peter 8. Miller, of Chile; James H. < bur. hill, of Victoria;Joseph Heco, of Japan, and E. V. Puller, of Cincinnati,are stopping at the Metropolitan Hotel.
Hon. 8. P. Benson and G. A. Benson, of Maine Hon.

Augustus Prank, of Wyoming county; Major W. U.
Hack, of Wa«bmgton;Capt. Tracey, of tbe tuned States *

Army; John Spires, of St. Louis, Horace Ramsdell, of (
S'ewhurg; I,. P. Wright, A. H. Saffird and G. B. fJphon,
sf Boston, 1». Thompson and A. I- Hotison, of I'art laud, P
ire stopping at the Astor House.
K Wheeler, of Bridgeport; f). Garwin and John Gard n

ler (Miic I,. I. Norturop, 01 mumhi: n. imwnor, or »
Koaton W. M lietinett, or Michigan, W. William*, of ,,
IV.iralo, Henry Sundlocd, of Bridgeport; 0. H. Stewart, f(
,t Philadelphia. and F. L». Perry and wife, of ConuectI ut,are i>tufi|iiuf at the St. Nicholas Hold, p
Ma»or F. M. Omenta. of Waahingtoo: (}. Pritchard »

uid wife aud J. U. Krary, of Connealicul, W. P. |iown«a, W
>f Svracnat; IW. J M. Hrydar, of Philadelphia: A C. I'
tr.raiitoo. of Troy J. J. Greenough, of Naw York, and
.'.optain C. E. Mowry and ft. H Urown, of lYevidcoec, are
KoppiDK at the Latarge Hoore.
American* rapiatared at fiun k Co.'* American and

Souerul Agency and Heading ttorn, 10 Strand. London,
W. C . England. Tor 1 ho we k ending March 8. 1*112 .
Franc** (loodrulg*, (' J S. Colrh«w:ar, thai lee I'oiiWm,John Mowltnn, W. H. Smyth, J. Hart and T L. Nlchola, 0
Saw York: Rev. W. II lieu de Honrek, Pyaravlllr, Iowa,I'lmrlea Slorrow, Hoaton, Mae* I lav Id Hooch, Nate hoe 7
Mn*. J

I'm* is Fifth Avnxt'K..Between eight and nina o'clock
LaM night a lire occurred in a two and a half atory frame
houae. k" atad on Fifth avenue and Sixty-third at red. It
w,i* tutally de.-troyed It waa occupied hy widow Corde
lia Seide. Her loaa will be about >ftn Insured for f260
In the Hamilton Inauruticc Company. The building waa (
owned by Mr. hohruan, and was worth about 9400. not r
loan*!. 1
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INTERESTING FROM FREDERICKSBURG.

Negroes Engaged on the Extensive Rebel
Fortifications Now Being Built in the

Neighborhood of the Town.

Statement of the Escaped
Contrabands.

Sketch of Fredericksburg and the SurroundingLocality.

MAP OF THE POSITION,.
Ac., Ac.,&o.

Washington, March 23,18C2.
On Saturday fourteen contrabands earn* into tbe camp

>f Hooker's division from the Virginia aide. They ara

rora Fauquier and Stafford counties, and state that
lUej run away u> escape ueuig bvui hi riuuei n,uuui(.
,o work. Their owners were told that if the negroesweresent there the Confederate government would pay *

(heir value to the owners in the event of their being
killed; and the negroes were told that if the Yankees gel
(hem by any means they would be forced to work hard
ill day and be locked up at night, and when they had
nothing for them to do they would be sent to Cuba and
told to pay the espouses of the war. They are a fine*wealthylot of darkies, varying in ago from eigbtoento
'orty years. Nine of them are the property of widow
3allie Cowes, of Stafford, and her four sons, two of whom
ire In the rebel army.
The camp of the First Massachusetts regiment has

been selected to be used as a general hospital for all the
tick of this division who may not be ablo to accompany
(heir regiments when they march. This camp has been
selected on account of its liealthy location, conveniencetowuter communicatk n, and the permanent and comfortablemanner in which the huta have been con.
itructed.

Sketch of Fredericksburg and Vicinity.
Fredericksburg is tho chief town of Sf ottsylvania county,in Virginia, and ia situutcd on the right bunk of the

Rappahannock river, at the head of tide water. It b betweenllfty and sixty miles from Richmond by railroadr
and sixty-five miles by the turnpike, in a northerly
direction. Turnpike roads connect it with Falmouth and
Newport.the former by a ferry across the Rappahannock.andanother turnpike leads through a wilderness
to Orange Court House, where a railroad connects it with Sordonsviile.The town Itself is pleasantly situated In »
fertile valley, and has advantages for commerce and
manufactures, es will be seen by reference to our map on
the first page. The railroad from Washington, via Aquin~
treek, passed through it. and thereby a largo traffic and
trade was done previous to ths rebellion. As the through
trains generally stopped at Fredericksburg station fty
ibout an hour on each trip, a not inconsiderable chanen
trade was caused thereby ia the immediate locality of'
the dopot. It is distant from Aqula creek by railroad
ibout fifteen miles, from which point part of the
Potomac river traffic used to be carried to Fredericksburg.A good canal had aleo been constructed front
(he town to a point on the Rappahannock river
ibout forty miles above, by which large quantities
9f wheat, flour and tobacco were received for exportaltoB.
rh# river afforded extensive water power, which,how,
jver, wee net much used. The hills in the neighborhood,.
rarying IB neigni rrnm inny 10 on* ounarea ieei, inouia
n fine granite and freestone. About thirty yoars sine*
he prospect of Fredericksburg being a rapidly rising
[own was y»ry great; but It suddenly slop;ed in it*
prosperity, and after, as it were, standing still Tor about

;wenty years, It gradually retrograded in its importance.
In 1640 its population numbered nearly four thousand
loul?, and in I860, ten years after, it bad only increased
ughty eight persons.less than nine each year, and being
ibout two psr cent in a decade.a remarkably small inirease.Before the rebellion it contained fire churches,.
>r.a orphan asylum, two seminaries, four newspaper
uflices sud two banks.
The county In which Fredericksburg is situated bag am

trea of four bundled equate miles. The Rappahannock
'orms the boundary on tn* northeast, the North Anna river
>n the southwest, end the Mattapony rises within its limits,
rho surface is dlversiiied by hill and dale. The soil I*
generally fertilo in the vicinity of the streams. Two gold
nines were worked within the county in 1W0; and, a*
before stated, freestone and granite are abundant. The
nunl running northwest curries the river traffic far abov*
he falls, and the country is intersected by the Richmond
ud Potomac. Railroad. R| ottsylvania was orinn Irod in
[720 and named in honor of Alexander Spoilswood, at
.liat time Governor of Virginia. The capital of th*
souuly is ripotuylvaniu < ouri House, a post vihnge on the
'o river, and situated over sixty miles marly due
lorth from Klchmtmd, with which it is connected by*

11- ..j TU. I..I ....... 1V, . .1.1 Inn

gave nearly fifteen llwnsund perron*, over ope-half of
tvhrm were slave*. Thu adjoining counties of Stafford
md King George run along on the opiosite side of thn
Rappahannock, and together lmve an area <f loi r hunIreuand twenty-six mile*. The surface of the soil in

hilly. partially fertile u.d partially arid. Tbelr united

population at last retiirn* amounted to 13.075, over onehalfof whom were save*. Granite, fr esleiie and gold
have also been found here, the two first in great quantities.The former is a very old county, having beets
formed in 1875, and named utter the English county of
Ihe same denomination. '1 tie wuter power and drainage
>f Stafford are very good, and tf properly used would havn>
been sources of wealth to tlie inhabitants of the neighborhood.The before mentioned railroad also intersect*
itafford county. Eauquier county adjcict Stafford]
sounty on its western border.

rite VtnWyek la vcttiyattng Committee*.
Tha labors of the Van Wyck Ccmmitlea in thia city ore

temporarily suspended. Colonel Van TTy<k has been
minmcned to taks command of his regiment.which iff
now under march) g orders. The ('clone: left the St.
Nicholas Hotel last night for the s-at of war. He has eiiiuiuedmany witnesses while her*, and his report, It ie
aid, will giva soma startling disclosures as to thenanagamentof tha vartoue dapartments in tha Custom
House in this city.

& Stilt for Heavy Damages Against the
City.

BtTKRIOR COURT.SPXCIAL TOW.
Before Hon. Judge Banhour.

Mamen 25..//. SmiUr w..The Mayor, Comm naUy and
City if Xtui i'ork..This action is brought against the
:lty to recover the sum of $157,000 tor work done to

Marth, 1557, under a contract for cleaning the streets of
ihe city. The care came before the Court on demurrer,
the question being whether the contract was invalid, not
having h«en continued by auy ordinance »i the Common
'oiineil, Mr. Edwin .luinea argued the cose lor Iho plain.Iff,aud contended that, a* | a> merits had Duti inane no
icrount of the work It must be preMituod, as sgaiu-l the
.'orporation, that an appropriation had h< en made and
hat euch payment* were evidence* of ronflrmvtl'in. He
lubmitted an elaliorate arguineul to the Couil. Ueser*.
Kdwln Jamti and Gsnun tor tho plaintiff, Messrs Amlersonand Krouson for the dHunditiile.
Ihe Judge reserved h.s ductsion.

United RUtri Commluloarri' Court*
T*ANHHIPJIKNT OK ALI.KdKD CUMBUttTIBI.K iiOODd.

Rpfcro John A. Oahorn, Krq.
March 26..Conrad Fox, a wholeaala driiggtat, «M

barged with shipping oil of vitriol by the kvergraaa
Titjr to I,ake trie, without marking the naluro of the
;noda, aa requirod by tlio atatuto, in ail cnaeaof romluatlblematter.
Mr. Uorham, United Stain Commlaatonrr, if BullMo,,

nuvd the warrant for th apiwehenalon of Mr. Ko*. which
.aa endorsed by Comnnaaionar inborn, and iba Bernard
arty waa bronglit up. It appe* a that there la a penalty
»r the tranabipmeat of oil of vitriol without being proerlylabelled. bat credible wltneaeee for the d< fence
roved that the gooda conemted or aulphui ic acid, which
aa not of a combustible nature. They alao testified
(St hone of the gooda in the invoice in ipnrlicn would,
rodure eomhnation.
The Unaft aaloner discharged the accnaed.

Ualted itatee Dlatrict Court.
Before Hon. Judge BtMpman.

IMtlJCTMHbTS rot Ntt.

Maki h 26..The UrandMury came into Court with bill*
f indictment in the following eeaea .The I'rlted states
«. Jneeph Webh, for paaeiog counterfeit coin. Tha
Inited States vs. I'eilro Ai teran, lor assault a ith a daneroneweapon. The United statra v». Thoroi* DuiTcy.for
he rourdar of Joaeph Small ,ou beard the i h.p Soultampon.

tub trizk casks.
Before Hon. Judge Bcttr.

March 26..The Lnti.l Statu r (Ar /'rue Schtxmrrt
IViiuj and G'lfrw. u rut th/ Sfdfftt/oat // .o it Isuit and
;<irj/o..On motion of Mr. Sto .n t B. Woodier!, tboteallnonytaken in prepni8tlo:i by the Prize Uommieeionera
i« opened, the Court made an order to thai rITcer

\


